THE SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

part of the population seems to have remained
of Nishada or aboriginal race, as in the kingdom
of the Naga raja Dhumavarna, which has been
already referred to. The invaders however appear
to have been able, owing to their superior civiliza-
tion, to impress to a great extent, upon the rude
aboriginal people, their social customs, their
religion, and their language. The Dravidian
colonists, too, seem to have intermixed to some
extent with the surrounding population, which
would be sufficient to account for the caste of Sudra
having been assigned to their descendants. This
may also help to explain the existence of Dravidian
dialects and customs amongst people, as the
Gonds and others, whose appearance would seem
to indie;ite aboriginal descent, rather than any
relationship to the inhabitants of the Indus
valley or Pan jab.

Long after the time of these early colonists,
when the Devas and Asuras had become one
people, and the Saiva and Vaishnava forms of
Hinduism had become established in northern
India, the worship of the Brahmanical deities
was introduced in the south. The people, how-
ever, seem to have retained much of their ancient
religion and mode of life. Hence the wide-
spread veneration for the Naga demi-gods, the
great number of unorthodox deities, with their
equally unorthodox rites, and the many customs,
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